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Ellie and Alan Inskip have created a New 

England-inspired home for their children. 

Here, Ellie talks to HB&R’s Amy Reeves 

about their self-build journey
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 n a mission to find a house 

suitable for their young 

family in Hampshire, when 

the perfect plot presented 

itself, Ellie and Alan 

Inskip first hoped to 

renovate the house which 

stood on the site. After 

much deliberating, they 

decided to knock it down 

and start again, resulting 

in a New England-inspired 

home that works for their 

young family. 

Ellie, take us back to the very 

beginning — what were you looking for?  

Alan and I had just had our fourth child and the 

house that we had previously renovated was feeling 

a little tight. We were looking for ages in our area 

for somewhere that would accommodate the whole 

family, when an old inter-war house came up for 

sale on a plot that was almost two acres — which 

never happens around here! We moved in with the 

idea of renovating and got in touch with Paul [Gallie 

of Gf PMG Architecture]. The previous owners had 

lived in the house for decades and so there was a lot 

we wanted to do to update it and make it our own. 

What was your brief to the architect? 
We knew we wanted something that felt spacious, 

with a family kitchen-living area, and to open up 

the house to the garden a bit more. The only way 

to access the garden was from the front or side and 

the whole house was in a massive dip with really 

steep steps up to the garden. Paul gave us an idea 

of what was possible and for how much but, despite 

the amounts we were talking about, we still weren’t 

going to get the house we were hoping for. Paul 

jokingly suggested that we knock down and start 
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NEW ENGLAND-STYLE 
SELF-BUILD

HOMEOWNERS Ellie Inskip, with her 

children Charlie, Frank, Noah and Mabel

CONSTRUCTION Blockwork 

LOCATION Hampshire

SIZE 465m2

BUILD TIME  

13 months (Nov 2017 - Dec 2018)

HOUSE COST £1.25million (in 2016)

BUILD COST Approx. £1million

VALUE £2.5million



again, which at first was completely against the grain 

but in fact, we were knocking half the house down 

anyway because it needed so much renovation work! 

We decided to go for it and Paul came up with a 

beautiful plan — he completely got what we wanted. 

Luckily, we got planning permission the first time 

around because the footprint of the house is only 

a little larger than the original. Although it’s a New 

England style, it fits in really well with the rest of the 

area and to be honest I think the department was 

glad we weren’t selling half the plot for flats! 

How did you find the build process?
The build was actually really smooth. We were so 

lucky we had a brilliant main contractor, Charlie, 

who managed the project — he completely took 

all stress away. He knew what we wanted and was 

incredible at dealing with day-to-day issues on 

site so we only needed to get involved when it was 

really imperative. We had weekly site meetings with 

Charlie and Paul to go through what was happening 

next and what decisions needed to be made, but 

everything ran seamlessly. The worst bit was at the 

end when there were so many tradespeople running 

round trying to finish their jobs off. 

You’ve certainly made the best of indoor-

outdoor living here
We talked from the start about the orangery and 

balcony and both were an absolute godsend last 

summer with the doors open and the space large 

enough for the kids to do their homework at the 

MIX AND MATCH

Ellie chose 

traditional painted 

timber unit doors 

for a kitchen that 

wouldn’t date, and 

paired them with 

contemporary 

lighting from 

Fritz Fryer. The 

‘orangery’ was 

constructed 

alongside the rest 

of the house using 

Accoya timber and 

traditionally-styled 

bifold doors from 

Bereco. 
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BUILD TIMELINE
House purchased  Aug 2016

Planning application 

submitted  Mar 2017

Planning permission 

approved  May 2017

Start on site  

(house demolished)  Nov 2017 

Foundations completed  Dec 2017

Watertight shell  Jul 2018

First fix  Aug 2018

Second fix  Oct 2018

Final decoration  Nov 2018

Date occupied  Dec 2018



INTERIOR CHOICES

Ellie and Felicity 

spent days choosing 

the colour scheme 

for each room, 

often basing them 

around the family’s 

life experiences and 

memories. 
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table. I used to live in Paris and always had a 

balcony, which is a lovely indulgence if you have the 

option. I have a hammock up there and even when 

it’s colder we have hot chocolate and watch the stars. 

As the house is at the bottom of a slope, we 

actually had to raise it up a bit to be able to have 

better access to the garden. We were never going 

to be able to walk right out onto grass and there’s 

still some steps but now it never feels like an effort, 

which it did before. 

How did you blend the traditional style 

with modern interiors? 
Although it is a traditional house, it was important 

to Alan to add in home automation so we worked 

with a lighting designer from Fritz Fryer and a 

home automation company. We have Sonos in every 

room, but also the lighting can be set to moods or 

themes, which adds real depth. The only downside 

is that there’s also a button to turn everything off. 

It’s intended for when you go to bed or leave the 

house — but with four kids it’s liable to be pressed at 

random times of the day! 

The interiors were really my baby. I worked with 

Felicity, from Delphina Interiors, who was amazing 

and has become a close friend. We knew the interiors 

needed to be modern with character but she went 

above and beyond decorating each of the kids’ 

bedrooms to suit their personality. It was really 

important she came on quite early and worked with 

Paul and Charlie from the start. 

I love the kitchen because it’s the perfect place for 

us all to gather. Behind the bank of ovens there’s a 

secret door to a larder to shut everything away — 

I’m often found in there for some peace and quiet! 

The whole house works really well for us as a 

family and there’s nothing I would change. 

KEY SUPPLIERS
ARCHITECT PMG Architecture:  

www.pmgarchitecture.co.uk;  

Ascot Design: www.ascotdesign.com

BUILDING SURVEYOR  

WSW Consultancy:  

www.wswconsultancy.co.uk

WINDOWS AND DOORS  

Bereco: www.bereco.co.uk

KITCHEN Farnham Furnishers:  

www.farnhamfurnishers.co.uk

INTERIOR DESIGN AND STYLING 

Delphina Interiors:  

www.delphinainteriors.co.uk

HOME AV Smarthomes:  

www.smart-homes.co.uk

FLOORING UK Wood Floors:  

www.ukwoodfloors.co.uk; On all Floors: 

www.onallfloors-liss.co.uk 

WOODTURNING STOVE Inwood stoves & 

fireplaces: www.inwoodstoves.co.uk

A GRAND WELCOME

At the centre of 

the house, the 

triple-height 

entryway has 

an eyebrow 

dormer and a 

show-stopping 

chandelier pendant 

from Fritz Fryer. 



DESIGN PERKS

One of Ellie’s favourite aspects of designing the 

house was that she could install a laundry shoot 

from the first floor down to the utility room. “The 

builders were really amused by it, but it has 

changed my life!” she says. The house balances 

child-friendly spaces with grown-up sanctuaries, 

including Ellie’s own bathroom which has a 

luxurious shower with tiles from Ca Pietra. 



THE  

BUILD

THE FLOORPLAN
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BUILDING A NEW ENGLAND-STYLE HOUSE
The Inskips took inspiration from across the pond to create a New England aestheti externally. 

They approached Paul Gallie, of PMG Architects, after having seen another of his projects they 

wanted to emulate. 

“The important thing to designing this house was getting the layout right first. Once we had 

established what was right for the family there were a number of ways to achieve the style 

they wanted. However, the devil is in the detail when building a traditional-style house,” begins 

Paul. “I think the New England style lends itself to having a little bit of fun with the elevations, 

which is why I like it. It’s traditional and modern all at the same time while having scope to add 

characterful projections, like the eyebrow dormer and interesting pieces to the roof line.” 

The proportions and styles of the windows and joinery were essential to get right. “I was 

appointed to see the project through to the end, so by working with the main contractor I was able 

to control the finer details of the exterior.” 

From the sash windows and mouldings to the patio doors of the orangery, Paul oversaw 

all the materials that would shape the overall style of the house. “Unlike a very regimented 

Georgian style, we were able to add modern touches like the open-plan layout and patio doors 

without it looking odd because one person was keeping an eye on the overall style the whole way 

through.” Render and weatherboarding to the exterior do a wonderful job of completing the vision, 

while Ellie’s balcony takes centre-stage to finish the design. 

GROUND FLOOR

 DURING: DEMOLITION WORK  DURING: NEW FOUNDATIONS

 DURING: NEW HOUSE GOING UP  DURING: THE BLOCKWORK GOES UP

 DURING: THE ROOF IS TILED  DURING: TIMBER CLADDING IS ADDED
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